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MISSION

Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb County unites God’s people
to provide decent, affordable housing for families in need.

NEW PARTNER FAMILY

As we embark upon the holiday season, we have a new partner

family that has much to be thankful for this year. They are the re-
cipients of our first rehab project and our 11th build.

Kelli Larsen, a single mom of two boys—Eathon and Keagon—was
very excited to finally get the news that we had found a location for
her and her sons. Kelli, from Sycamore, wanted very much to stay in
the area. She had been on our wait list for almost three years. The
day she got the call that we had closed on property she said was
one of the most exciting days of her life—it meant the opportunity
for her to own her own home, finally. Her son, Eathon, is a member
of the U. S. Army and is currently stationed in South Korea. She sent
him a message telling him their dream had come true. She waited to
tell her son Keagon that there was a possibility until they knew for
sure and he was extremely excited to hear the news as well.

Eathon was home on a two week visit recently and did get to spend
some time at the house. Kelli, so far, has enjoyed taking part in the
rehab because she gets to see it unfold from old to new in front of
her eyes. Words cannot describe for her what it will be like to be in
her own....home.
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BOARD UPDATE

As with many non-profit organizations, we operate with a Board of Directors (the Board). The Board is
responsible for the functioning of our affiliate including deciding if families qualify to partner with us,
where we build, and how we build among many other things. We have a part-time Administrative Assis-
tant that keeps the daily workings of the affiliate running whom reports to the Board.

We are currently seeking board members. Some of the responsibility of the Board is to act on building
decisions, seek out and approve the purchase of land or homes to rehab, assist during the building proc-
ess as supervisor on the job site, help with fundraising activities, and assist in making any other crucial
decisions that may arise or be presented to the board.

Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb County functions as a 'mortgage’ holder to our partner families through
a no interest mortgage. There is a process that a family must go through in order to see if they qualify.
Once they qualify they assist in the building /rehabbing of their home by being on-site during the build
process. The Board functions as mentors through that process and guides them in the steps they need to
complete once they partner with us. After their home is built we function as support as needed and offer
advice as questions arise. We are not a ‘landlord’ to the families but a support system.

If you are interested in getting involved but don’t think you can because you have no building qualifica-
tions—please don’t let that scare you away. Many of our board members, past and present, had no
building experience when they came on the board. They wanted to be involved with an organization that
was making the difference in their community. Please attend one of our next meetings. Meetings are held
on the first Thursday of the month at 6:30pm in the conference room next to our office. For office direc-
tions please call during office hours or check out our website at www.hfhdcillinois.org.

My name is Chris Peddle and I've been involved with HFHDC for almost 10 years now. | was a board
member for 4 years and have been the part-time AA for almost 6. This was a life changing decision for
me—I| have learned so much about building, about people, and about helping my community. I'm so glad
| joined the board and am so lucky to have been on hand to see the keys being presented to so many
deserving families. My hand has not only built their home...but has touched my heart and theirs.

Come be a part of an amazing organization—no experience needed!

THANK YOU MONSANTO AND IDEAL FOUNDATION—FUNDRAISING UPDATE

This year we have been blessed in many ways as far as fundraising. In August we held our annual ga-
rage sale that brought us over $10,000—THANK YOU DEKALB COUNTY. In the spring we received a
wonderful donation from the Ideal Industries Foundation—THANK YOU IDEAL INDUSTRIES! And a few
months ago, we received notification that we were the recipients of a grant from the Monsanto Corpora-
tion—THANK YOU MONSANTO CORPORATION! Without these funds we would have a very difficult
time meeting the needs of our county in trying to purchase and build or rehab a home. These funds allow
us the ability to keep our affiliate running and keep providing a service to families in our county. We
receive no federal or state funding and are a fully functioning affiliate by donations only. We watch our
dollars like everyone else, seek donations on building supplies as we can, and function through volunteers
as much as possible. Without your help we wouldn’t be able to do this—THANK YOU!

If your company has a matching grant program, please think about Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb
County, Inc as a place to donate. We'd greatly appreciate it. However, we take more than monetary
donations too—donations of land or building materials are always welcome as well. Call us for more
details or to discuss a possible donation.
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November 2011

Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb County has continued to build throughout the years de-
spite the lagging economy. This late fall we have begun a brand new project for us—a
home rehab. This home will house a family in Sycamore. However, the cost of land is still
high and we continue to struggle to find buildable lots that we can put a decent, afford-
able home on for a family in need. Your past generosity has helped our local affiliate
build decent, affordable homes and acquire reasonably priced, buildable lots.

As we are all aware, our current world economic turmoil continues to bring affordable
housing out of reach for many DeKalb County families. The need for our services is in-
creasing daily for many residents. Your contributions are still needed in order to continue
building in DeKalb County for those in needs. Our ministry, with your help, has changed
the lives of 11 families. And there is so much more for us to do; so many more families to
serve, so many more homes to build or rehabl!!

We believe that every person deserves to live in decent, affordable housing. Please help
us help others by donating to the GIFT FROM THE HEART program. Your donation stays
here in DeKalb County. Thank you for your past, current and future generosity.

God Bless you all during the upcoming year,

i Mo

President, Board of Directors

Please detach and return with your donation.

Enclosed is my gift of: $500 $200 $100 $75 $50 $25 Other

Please make checks payable to HFHDC and mail to address below.

Name
Address
City State Zip
(All donations are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law)
Mail to: Habitat for Humanity of DeKalb County

PO Box 503
DeKalb, IL 60115

Office Hours: Call Office for Updated Hours
Monday’s from 5:15pm to 8:00pm
Subject to change



